Clopidogrel and vascular disease prevention.
In this editorial we consider some aspects of the use of clopidogrel in current clinical practice. Clopidogrel has replaced ticlopidine as an alternative to aspirin. Among the problems with the use of antiplatelet agents is aspirin intolerance. The options for these patients are discussed; these include using clopidogrel. Clopidogrel may be especially effective in patients with peripheral arterial disease. However, this impression requires confirmation in appropriately designed trials. We also consider the effect of antiplatelet agents on growth factor release by platelets and of clopidogrel on the inflammatory process. Clopidogrel is a useful, evidence-based, antiplatelet agent.